
SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
CLUB ADVISOR MEETING
PUT LEARNING (AND YOUR MUSE CLUB) INTO MOTION

Featuring Qarrianne Blayr from DCDC

Welcome!



MEETING AGENDA

4:00-4:30 Arrival

4:30-5:00 Movement Workshop with Qarrianne Blayr

5:00-5:25 Muse 20-21 Secondary Program Update

5:25-6:00 Opportunity Brainstorming

(20 min.) Small Group Breakouts

(15 min.) Sharing 

When we allow ourselves a moment of  joy, it creates a respite that 
makes us more resilient. 

Ingrid Fetell Lee, The Aesthetics of  Joy



MOVEMENT WORKSHOP
QARRIANNE BLAYR earned her BFA degree at Howard 
University, studying under Sherrill Berryman-Johnson, Pat 
Thomas, Sandra Fortune-Green, Katherine Smith, Akua 
Kouyate, and Assane Konte. She also studied traditional 
Jamaican dance at University of West Indies at Mona. In 2004, 
Qarrianne founded the performing arts group Arts 
International. She joined DCDC’s first company in 2012 after 
having performed for two seasons in DCDC2, the company’s 
pre-professional ensemble.

Qarrianne believes artists are invaluable to the 
holistic education of students. It has been her 
experience that most students actually want to express 
themselves artistically, but they unfortunately do not always 
have the support or guidance needed to dream dreams 
outside of textbooks, wooden desks, or team sports. 
Qarrianne believes every “body” is a dancing body, 
regardless of mobility, technique, experience, 
background, socioeconomic status, or family history. 
To her, any movement with the intention of dance is 
dance. She loves encouraging students to 
find/explore their voice through the movement that 
we create together.



SECONDARY PROGRAM UPDATE

In-school 
performances

Virtual 
presentations

Student 
member 

opportunities
Met HD Live

• Postponed until 
2021-2022

• Credits carried over

• Free this year
• Available from Muse website
• Typically shorter duration 

than in-schools
• May take different forms 

(e.g., podcast)
• May come with additional 

resources
• Pre-recorded
• Once published, available on 

demand

• Free this year
• Tickets sold directly to 

students, when 
available

• Virtual workshops still 
in development

• Free educational licenses to 
Met Opera on Demand

• Muse-facilitated shared 
viewing experience & 
workshops in development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As most of you know, the in-school program is on hold until next school year. This was a dreadfully hard decision to make, but as we consulted with our artists and many of you and tracked how all your districts planned to return safely, we realized that a hiatus is the safest and most realistic decision. Nevertheless, we know that it poses a real challenge to us all: how does Muse keep inspiring young people with the arts in Dayton?Mary is always reminding all of us on staff to lead from our strengths, and some of our best strengths are our relationships with you and with our wonderful artists. So Mary, Doug, Robin and I took this year as an opportunity to experiment with new ways of bringing arts to your classrooms in ways that are relevant.We are beyond grateful that many of you answered our virtual presentation survey back in the late summer, and so now we are creating new virtual content with our arts partners! Some are based on in-schools: Dayton Opera will bring us a revised Cinderella Trilogy, which most of you never got a chance to see in the spring, but now with additional content like multilingual subtitles and artist interviews. Others will come from artists you know and love from Summer Institute: Eli Yamin from the Jazz Power Initiative is adapting the jazz musical Holding the Torch for Liberty, all about the powerful, bold, brave women who began the fight for women’s suffrage, into a podcast series. We also have the chance to hear master storyteller Omope Carter-Daboiku take on the role of “Samantha Dew,” a young African-American woman entrepreneur and conductor on the Underground Railroad, accompanied by booklists from the Dayton Metro Library. These are only some offerings on our new virtual ‘menu’. They are meant to meaningfully supplement your curriculum and can be accessed anytime from a special page on our website, which we will share with all of you as the first content becomes available.All the same considerations that went into the in-school program are true of student member opportunities, too. The $13 membership fee has been waived this year. Doug is working hard to create some unique virtual workshops for your students who love to perform. While we still can’t share any ticket opportunities right now, I do want to tell you about Met HD Live. We are so excited that we get to keep partnering with the Met, and even deepen that partnership. They are granting us up to 3000 educational licenses to Met Opera on Demand, their streaming video catalog. We’re working with our wonderful Met HD coordinator, Amedee Royer, to develop fun virtual workshops and a way to enjoy the opera together even though we won’t be meeting up at the movie theater. There is more info to come, and if you’re interested in Met HD Live please email me right away. I also want to let you know that the Met Opera staff is helping us create an all-opera Summer Institute!



BRAINSTORMING SESSION 
(20 MIN.)

Guiding Questions: What are my goals for Muse Club activities 
this year? What opportunities do I have now to adapt my Muse 
Club with virtual content and virtual gatherings?

• Pick a recorder/reporter to write down all ideas
• Generate activity ideas based on the Guiding Questions
• As a group, select the best idea to develop further
• Develop the idea for use in a classroom or virtual setting:

 Who is the target audience? (Muse members/prospective 
members/etc.)

 When would this activity occur? (during class time/during 
a choice or exploration period/after school/etc.)

 What is the duration of the activity? (once/multiple 
days/monthly/etc.)

 What resources need to be created/assembled?
 What technical aids are needed?

• The reporter will share the final idea with the larger group

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So now it’s time to brainstorm. Plenty has changed this year, but the reason you’re a Muse teacher hasn’t changed: you love the performing arts, and you love sharing the arts with students. Artists are producing work in new virtual ways for Muse Machine and for the wider community. You’ve all had a lot of practice by now with new teaching tools and communication tools, like Zoom where we’re all ‘here’ but not in the same physical space. So think: what are your goals for Muse Club this year? What opportunities do you have with virtual content and virtual gatherings?To make sure everyone gets a chance to talk, I’m going to split us up into a few breakout rooms. Pick a recorder, who is also probably your reporter, to take notes. Brainstorm as many ideas as you can, and then pick the best one. Next, flesh it out: Who? When? Where? What resources and technology? You’ll have 20 minutes. Then the reporter will share that final fleshed out idea with the larger group. 



Band Lab is a social music creation platform that 
Muse teachers started to explore during Summer 
Institute 2020. We can bring back JPI teaching
artists for more Band Lab skill-building. If you’re 
interested, please answer the survey:

https://musemachine.wufoo.com/forms/band-lab-
workshop-interest-form/

BAND LAB INTEREST SURVEY

https://musemachine.wufoo.com/forms/band-lab-workshop-interest-form/


REMINDER

October Club Advisor Meeting & 
Summer Institute Curriculum Workshop

October 13, 2020 – 4:00-6:00 PM
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